Self-advocacy, "learning difficulties," and the social model of disability.
In this paper we draw upon a research project whose authors examined the self-advocacy of people with the label of "learning difficulties." We examined self-advocacy in action within groups and explored understandings of self-advocacy accounted for in personal narratives. We identified the background of our study, reflected on the use of ethnographic and narrative methods, and pinpointed three findings that highlight the significance of self-advocacy in the lives of people with the label of "learning difficulties": (a) the distributed and multilocated nature of self-advocacy, (b) self-advocacy's dialogue with the relational nature of "learning difficulties," and (c) support for the self-advocacy movement. We conclude that a variety of theoretical, policy, and practical implications surface through an engagement with the self-advocacy movement.